
Survey on Echo class airspace 

1 - Survey on Echo airspace: results and findings 

2 - Echo airspace is... 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

a controlled airspace 53.85 818 

an uncontrolled airspace 39.89 606 

a supervised airspace 5.33 81 

don't know 0.92 14 

 

3 - What types of aircraft can I expect to encounter in Echo airspace? 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Gliders 11.62 1358 

Light aircraft 11.94 1395 

Business jets 10.88 1271 

Drones 7.42 867 

Model aircraft 5.30 619 



Paragliders 10.43 1219 

Hot air balloons 11.37 1329 

Helicopters 11.90 1391 

Military aircraft 11.08 1295 

Airliners 7.87 920 

Don't know 0.18 21 

 

4 - In airspace Echo, VFR and IFR apply (mixed airspace) 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

True 90.94 1285 

False 7.71 109 

Don't know 1.34 19 

 

5 - Who has priority in airspace Echo... 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

IFR always has priority over VFR 7.32 100 

VFR always has priority over IFR 3.88 53 



Right has priority over left 12.73 174 

Priority rules according to SERA / Rules of the Air, ICAO Annex 2 69.79 954 

Military aircraft 0.51 7 

HEMS-operator (e.g. REGA etc.) 1.32 18 

Don't know 4.46 61 

 

6 - In airspace Echo, air traffic control is only available for flights under 

IFR 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Correct 35.48 480 

False 59.50 805 

Don't know 5.03 68 

 

7 - In airspace Echo, which principle applies? 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

See and avoid, only for VFR 11.40 152 

See and avoid, for all  86.72 1156 



Sense and avoid 0.83 11 

Listening squawk 1.05 14 

 

8 - In Echo airspace, air traffic control ensures sufficient separation 

(sufficient lateral and vertical distance) between IFR and VFR traffic. 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

True 9.02 118 

False 87.61 1146 

Don't know 3.36 44 

 

9 - In Echo airspace, I receive the following service as IFR traffic: 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Air traffic control regulates the separation with all other types of traffic – I do not 

have to worry about it 

1.10 14 

Air traffic control provides me with flight information such as weather and traffic 

information 

18.77 238 

Air traffic control only separates IFR-IFR traffic. IFR-VFR traffic and VFR-VFR traffic 

only receive traffic information, if at all possible 

80.13 1016 



 

10 - In Echo airspace, a Mode S transponder is mandatory above 7,000 

feet and recommended below this altitude. 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

True 52.74 664 

False 35.42 446 

Don't know 11.83 149 

 

11 - As an IFR pilot, I know which airspace class I am currently in 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Very often 22.37 281 

Occasionally 14.09 177 

Never 1.75 22 

I am "only" a VFR pilot 61.78 776 

 

12 - As an IFR pilot, when flying through Echo airspace, I reduce my 

speed to 



 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Max 250kt IAS 43.59 547 

The absolute minimum according to the AFM 1.04 13 

I don't care 2.31 29 

I am "only" a VFR pilot 53.07 666 

 

13 - During the pre-flight briefing, I pay attention to the points to be 

considered for a flight in Echo airspace. 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Sometimes 25.48 319 

Never 8.87 111 

Always 65.65 822 

 

14 - In my opinion, sufficient attention was paid to the different criteria 

and conditions of use of the airspace classes in my theoretical pilot 

training. 



 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

True 62.04 773 

False 25.76 321 

Don't know 12.20 152 

 

15 - Statistical questions 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Male 94.78 1181 

Female 5.22 65 

 

16 - Age: 



 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

<25 2.25 28 

25-50 50.56 630 

50-65 33.63 419 

>65 13.56 169 

 

17 - I fly for an AOC in: 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Switzerland 31.11 419 

Europe 16.63 224 

Outside Europe 1.41 19 

Not for an AOC 50.85 685 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 - I have the following pilot licenses: 

 

Option Prozent 

LAPL 20.25 

PPL 43.89 

PPL & IFR/CB-IR 7.8 

CPL 13.33 

ATPL 14.72 

  

19 - If PPL or LAPL, then I fly VFR 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

<10 hours per year 8.75 90 

>10 < 30 hours per year 40.66 418 

>30 hours per year 50.58 520 

 



20 - I fly... 

 

Option Prozent Anzahl 

Mainly alone 38.25 459 

Mostly with passengers 35.50 426 

Mostly with a fellow pilot 17.92 215 

Always with a flight plan 8.33 100 

 


